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Sunday, September 19, 2010

MEDIA RELEASE

Climate Change – what should we do?

Climate change policy expert to address BCCAN AGM on Tues Sep 21

Bathurst and central west residents have the opportunity to hear from one of the country's pre-eminent climate change policy experts on Tuesday evening.

Dr Diesendorf will be the guest speaker at the Bathurst Community Climate Action Network Annual General Meeting at 5.30pm on Tuesday September 21.

Dr Mark Diesendorf, Deputy Director of the Institute of Environmental Studies at University of New South Wales, will talk about a sustainable energy future for Australia, the barriers to the transition and the challenge of overcoming the barriers. This, he says, will require "social change to a sustainable society rather than changing light bulbs."

Earlier in his career, Dr Diesendort was a principal research scientist with the CSIRO where he was involved in early research on integrating wind power into electricity grids.

Books by Dr Diesendorf include Greenhouse Solutions with Sustainable Energy (2007) and Climate Action: A Campaign Manual for Greenhouse Solutions (2009).

Bathurst Community Climate Action Network was formed in 2007 as a local response to the global challenge of climate change. The group quickly grew to a membership of 100. BCCAN is organized around eight Action Planning Teams covering public awareness, transport, water, vegetation, energy, building and urban planning, food, population and economic growth.

"The fact that the CEO of BHP Billiton, Marius Kloppers, has called for a carbon tax shows that there is renewed urgency around the issue," BCCAN President John Kellett said. "Business needs certainty, and for the sake of our environment we must begin our shift to a post-carbon economy. We are looking forward to hearing from Dr Diesendorf about how to confront the challenge of climate change."

The AGM will begin at 5pm in the Courtyard Room of the Bathurst RSL. The business of the AGM is expected to conclude by 5.30pm in order to hear from the guest speaker. All are welcome.

___________________________________________________________________

MEDIA/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY – 11AM TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 2010

Dr Diesendorf will be arriving in Bathurst by train on the XPT on Tuesday morning. He will be available to speak to the media out the front of the train station from 11am to 11.45am.

For media comment or inquiries contact John Kellett on 6331 8917 or Tracy Sorensen on 0414 955 049. More background information about Dr Diesendorf is available at this link: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Diesendorf
See attached draft President's Report for an overview of BCCAN activities over the past year.

Photo caption: Dr Mark Diesendorf
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