	KELSO UPGRADE PROJECT
United Approach Forum meeting No. 1


	Date:

10th May 2011
Venue:

Rahamim, Bathurst at 6.00pm
Attendees:
National Trust list



Kerry Morrison RTA Communications Consultant



Jenny Burge, RTA Urban Design and Landscape section
Apologies:
Dion Killiby - RTA Project Manager, John Fry, Pauline Barker, John Kellett


	Welcome and Introduction by Roz Townsend



	Purpose of forum - groups interested in working together to preserve the landscape and environment, with particular emphasis on making the visual approach to Bathurst from the Sydney Road ecologically attractive and sympathetic with our heritage.



	Kerry Morrison is the Communications Consultant for RTA on the Kelso project. She has a worked on many road projects, liaises between engineers and community. Kerry provided an update of the Kelso project - the section from Stockland Drive to the Gold Panner Motor Inn. She also summarised the consultation and workshop process of the preliminary options of the Great Western Highway at Kelso in 2010, with report distributed March 2011 and on RTA website.  The upgrade is to widen to 2 lanes in each direction with parking on both sides and a raised median. Kerbside parking will be provided where room allows e.g. not likely between the historic building and Kelso Hotel.  Purpose of median is to divide traffic – removing the right turn movements into businesses and houses. Alternatives are being considered – roundabouts or traffic lights at intersections. Many options are being considered. Feedback from the November 2010 consultation included a number of people asking “Can we create a gateway to Bathurst?”


	Jenny Burge is the RTA Landscape Designer covering all NSW.  Jenny noted that urban design consultants have been commissioned and are currently assessing the urban design and landscape issues of the area, including access, driver experience, pedestrian mobility, land owners, cyclists, parking etc.  The Visual Impact Assessment and concept development process notes and identifies all important aspects including historical precincts and landscape, and looks at the corridor in cross section to seek “best fit approach”.  Responses from this meeting will be fed into the consultants process, to get outcomes that benefit everyone.

	Questions and comments

	Answers and responses

	Comment that the road through Kelso is ugly, including industrial buildings, concrete, powerlines. 

How much scope is there to influence businesses re trees etc - all in favour of planting as much as possible?

	Urban design and landscaping is integral to the RTA concept design development. The plans will be publicly displayed and community input sought through feedback forms and a community meeting.  The UD&L plans will include landscaping / proposed plantings. 


	Need to define the entranceway to the town of Bathurst – it is Australia’s oldest inland settlement (1813) and heritage values of Bathurst need to be enhanced through the entranceway


	Noted

	Has a bypass been considered?


	A bypass was suggested by several respondents and has been considered. RTA needs to upgrade the section of road through Kelso. A bypass is also a matter for Bathurst Regional Council.  RTA is discussing this with BRC.

	Parking only on one side?  Cycle path and pedestrians on one side?


	Parking lanes or shoulders will be provided on both sides of the road where possible. A pedestrian / cycle path is proposed, where space is available. May be limited to one side in some areas.

	Need integrated approach to all transport i.e. vehicle, cycle, and pedestrians.

	RTA has commissioned an additional study called “Liveable communities“which will look at all these aspects.

	All new developments require off street parking.  Will RTA construct driveways and of what materials? 


	RTA will negotiate with each owner to discuss driveways and materials.

	Does RTA work with councils re parking?

	Yes, where appropriate, as it is often an issue on main roads.

	Suggestions to be considered:

· Avenue of trees

· Scale of trees vs. buildings

· Signage

· Planting in median

· Screen planting to hide ugly buildings

· Colonial bricks for sidings

· Parking on one side on

	Some businesses need visibility from the road so screen planting would not be agreeable.

Some participants expressed different opinions regarding what is considered an ugly building

	Bathurst cycle and pedestrian plan is before Council


	RTA UD&L consultants study includes investigation of cycle and pedestrian paths and needs



	Request for a cycle lane past the Kelso Hotel


	Noted

	John Fry by email - Could RTA undertake a corridor assessment from Raglan to the Oberon road turnoff, that is essentially a mapping exercise to identify all pipes, wires, and other services, trees, existing and proposed landscaping on private developments and property boundaries etc?  The council’s VMP also has a good section about the gateways.  Then a plan could be developed for the future works – they may have a plan in development, and may be able to explain that at meeting.  Could BRC investigate possibility of negotiating to buy (or swap) a strip of land on either side of the existing road boundary to incorporate corridor plantings.


	Mapping exercise is part of the RTA concept design development and focuses on the road corridor.


	Pauline Barker by email – Points for discussion

1. Planting or screening of industrial areas

2. Planting of central street trees where possible, as per GWH’way through Lithgow

3. Entry signage should be designed, informative and have the WOW factor that makes people think they might like to have a look around. E.g. Goulburn’s signs show that Goulburn was the first inland City (declared a city some 20 years before Bathurst) and Bathurst, as the oldest inland town in Australia with great heritage streetscapes and Wiradjuri heritage, should capitalize on this fact. 
4. Re town planning, there should be a gradual transition from rural to suburban areas on the approaches to Bathurst.  Consider the debacle of the suburban development moving into rural properties along the Bathurst – Sofala Road. 


	RTA commented that planting areas is dependant on the land available.
Entry signage will be discussed in the future

	Need off-street parking for some businesses

	Noted



	How much is RTA working with Council and can they insist on off-street parking?

	RTA is working closely with Council officers


	Existing heritage buildings, opposite the Kelso Hotel, are under threat as they are not being used for community activities or commercial. Commercial ventures have closed due to access problems

	Noted

	Suggestion: car parking – could be interspaced with trees


	Noted

	Discussion of pedestrian fence or pedestrian over bridge. Some said they did not want a pedestrian fence. 
	RTA is considering options. KM commented that one of the things to consider with a pedestrian over bridge is the land required for the access ramps on level ground, and potential visual intrusion


	TIME FRAME – What’s Next?

· Next round of plans (concept design plans) expected in June/July 2011
· Environmental assessment late 2011/2012
· Project approval
· Construction tender process
· Construction of upgrade - not for 3-5 years
RTA will provide another opportunity for the community to view plans and provide feedback on the preferred option. All interested residents and groups will be encouraged to attend the public display, staffed display and community workshop meeting. 
BRC is a key player so Forum suggested a combined meeting/ workshop in July with BRC, RTA, this group and any other interested participants – Kerry will discuss with RTA.
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