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MEDIA RELEASE

Wednesday, March 31, 2010

Bathurst in transition

Public meeting 5.30pm Wednesday April 7, Bathurst RSL

As Bathurst discusses its next five-year plan, Bathurst Community Climate Action Network will hold a public meeting to envisage the Bathurst Region in 50 years' time. The public meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 7, at 5.30pm.

The highlight of the meeting will be a showing of the 50-minute film In Transition, made by UK filmmakers and drawing on footage sent in from towns involved in the transition town movement all around the world. The movement began in the UK in 2006 in response to the twin challenges of declining fossil fuel reserves and climate change.

There are now over 265 villages, towns and cities worldwide on the Transition Towns list. Each of these places has taken "transition initiatives" appropriate to their local area.

The film will be introduced by Clare Power, one of the founding members of Transition Blue Mountains, which formed in mid-2008. Ms Power is a transition town trainer and is currently working on a PhD on transition towns in Australia. Transition Blue Mountains has held a number of events ranging from retrofitting workshops to coordinating a gathering of Blue Mountains groups with a sustainability focus.

"The transition towns model is based on the idea that life with lower energy consumption is inevitable and that it is better to plan for this than be taken by surprise," Ms Power said. "The transition town movement notes that many communities presently lack resilience – the ability to respond well to change - and that action needs to be collective and urgent."

The public meeting in Bathurst will also include a presentation by Patrick Forman on making Bathurst a cycle-friendly city. Patrick will talk about how this old means of transport might be a powerful tool in initiating cultural change, fostering new business initiatives and creating a more vibrant, healthy and convivial community.

Photo caption: Transition town trainer Clare Power will speak at the Bathurst RSL at 5.30pm on Wednesday April 7.

To arrange an interview with Clare Power or Patrick Forman,

contact Tracy Sorensen on 0414 955 049.

http://www.bccan.org.au
http://www.transitiontowns.org/
http://transitiontownsaustralia.blogspot.com/









