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MEDIA RELEASE

Friday, September 25, 2009

BCCAN opposes transfer of water to Orange
Bathurst Community Climate Action Network has passed a resolution stating its opposition to the transfer of water to Orange on ecological grounds and because of concerns about the use of water by the Cadia gold mine.

BCCAN was responding to a leaked report, reported in the Western Advocate, that included the possibility of running a pipeline from Ben Chifley Dam to Orange as a way of solving that city's ongoing water shortages.

Immediately after the Annual General Meeting last night (Thursday, September 24) held at the Bathurst RSL Club, members discussed and voted for the following resolution:

"BCCAN, representing 100 members in the Bathurst region, strongly endorses the position of Bathurst Regional Council to not divert water out of the riparian system into a pipeline; to not sell water to the Cadia gold mine; to maintain local council management of our water and to improve the conservation of water through the Integrated Water Management Plan. We encourage Bathurst Regional Council to further investigate climate change impacts on our future water resources and catchment."

The AGM meeting filled the Courtyard room at the Bathurst RSL. The meeting heard from guest speakers Ashley Bland and Cr Tracey Carpenter about local support for a planned carbon offset project in Laclubar, East Timor.

Sister Pat Powell of the Rahamim Ecological Community presented President John Kellett with a certificate of appreciation for his work on climate change.

The new BCCAN executive committee is: President: John Kellett; Vice President: Keith Hungerford; Secretary: Bob Hill; Treasurer: Greg Walker; Publicity Officer: Tracy Sorensen. Representatives from eight Action Planning Teams (APTs) make up the remainder of the Steering Committee which meets monthly in the Bathurst Regional Council rooms.

For media comment, please contact BCCAN President John Kellett on 0402 049 770.

Cr Tracey Carpenter (0408 228946) is also available to speak on the water issue.

More information about BCCAN is available on the website at www.bccan.org.au.
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