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MEDIA RELEASE

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Bathurst links up with East Timor to tackle climate change

BCCAN AGM 5.30PM THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 24, BATHURST RSL

Thinking globally, acting locally will the theme of this year's Bathurst Community Climate Action Network Annual General Meeting to be held on Thursday evening (September 24) at 5.30pm at the Bathurst RSL.

At the meeting, guest speakers Ashley Bland and Cr Tracey Carpenter will explain Bathurst's connection with a planned carbon offsetting project in East Timor. Ashley Bland is a local environmental engineer and co-author of the recently published Awkward News for Greenies.

Ashley Bland and Cr Carpenter recently visited East Timor and, at the suggestion of the President, Jose Ramos Horta, have focused on friendship projects with the town of Laclubar.

One project they're hoping to promote, with the support of the Bathurst community, is a carbon offsetting development project. The idea is to reafforest the land and replant tea crops and be paid through carbon offset credits.

"We are now looking to establish a viable model for funding and establishing these projects through development of a business model that devolves a long term income for the Laclubar community," says Cr Carpenter.

The meeting will also enjoy a DVD, Sisters on the Planet, about how women around the world are dealing with climate change. 

This year's AGM comes just a couple of months ahead of the UN-sponsored climate change convention in December. During the meeting BCCAN will be circulating a petition to the Federal Government to support a stronger emissions reduction target.

The BCCAN AGM formalities are expected to be brief and the public is welcome to be present during proceedings. BCCAN President John Kellett will give an overview of the group's activities.

For media comment, please contact BCCAN President John Kellett on 0402 049 770 or guest speaker Cr Tracey Carpenter on 0408 228946.
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