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Tuesday, August 18, 2009

MEDIA RELEASE

"Walk, ride to school"

Media launch at Assumption School, Bathurst

9.30am Thursday August 20, 2009

Why don't children ride or walk to school? That's the question Welfare Diploma students from Bathurst TAFE will be asking schools and parents in a research project to be carried out over the next two weeks.

With concerns about climate change and childhood obesity, it makes sense to have children walking or riding to school. And yet most kids, it would appear, are bussed or driven to school.

The Walk, Ride to School research project, a partnership between Bathurst Community Climate Action Network (BCCAN) and Welfare Diploma students, seeks to find out what barriers exist to getting primary school children to use their feet or pedal-power to get to school.

"We hope that the findings of the research will support BCCAN in promoting a ‘walk, ride to school’ culture within our community," student spokesperson Karon Arrow said. 

The research will take place over a fortnight beginning August 25.  Fifteen primary schools in the Bathurst region have been invited to participate in distributing surveys to parents.  Opportunities for school principals and staff to have input via surveys or focus groups will also be provided.

The following people are expected to be at the media opportunity at the Assumption School on Thursday August 20 at 9.30am: The Mayor, Cr Paul Toole , Acting Principal of Assumption School Di Walkiowiak, BCCAN president John Kellett and Welfare Student Representative Karon Arrow. Students representing the following schools will also be present: Assumption, St Philomena's, Raglan Public, Bathurst Public and Eglinton.

For media comment please contact Welfare Student representative Karon Arrow on 0429 426 077 or BCCAN representatives Judy Walker (6331 1925) or Tracy Sorensen (0414 955 049).










