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MEDIA RELEASE

Thursday, April 16, 2009

A welcome initiative!

BCCAN applauds Bathurst Regional Council on green house

Bathurst Community Climate Action Network (BCCAN) has welcomed Bathurst's Regional Council's announcement that it will commit $300,000 to a demonstration "green" home.

Bathurst Regional Council has announced that it is planning to build the house from sustainable materials and site it on its block to make best use of solar energy. The house will include improved thermal efficiency, green power electricity, grey water re-use and rainwater harvesting. After completion and community inspection, the house is to be sold on the open market.

"We commend council for taking the lead on sustainable housing," BCCAN President John Kellett said. "People are looking for ways they can make a difference to the environment in their own lives, and this demonstration home will give them practical ideas."

Convenor of BCCAN's Building and Planning Action Planning Team, Iain Townsend, said: "The cost of electricity is tipped to increase in the future, so measures to decrease its consumption are going to be sought after by householders concerned about rising costs as well as by people interested in lessening the environmental impacts of power generation."

He added that the project could have a welcome flow-on effect in boosting local businesses supplying environment-friendly services.

Mr Kellett said that BCCAN's vision was for an "eco-city by 2015. We are working hard to promote the idea of not just isolated homes but a small subdivision of 20 – 30 homes that demonstrates how sustainability can be built in to new housing estates.

"To that end BCCAN is bringing together a working group of interested people involved in urban design, building and allied trades, real estate, marketing and finance to explore how this might be achieved."

For details contact John Kellett on 6331 8917 or visit the www.bccan.org.au.
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