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MEDIA RELEASE

BCCAN CONDEMNS "APPALLING" 5% REDUCTION TARGET

Monday, December 15, 2008

Bathurst should start bracing itself for hotter summers, more extreme weather events, water shortages and other consequences predicted by the scientists.

That's the message from Bathurst Community Climate Action Network (BCCAN) following the Rudd government's announcement of its greenhouse gas emissions target.

The Rudd government has announced an unconditional commitment to just a five per cent reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2020.

"The five per cent target is nothing more than a token, with virtually no impact on the environmental damage that will result from global warming," BCCAN Vice President Keith Hungerford said.
BCCAN president John Kellett also condemned the government's five per cent target.

"I along with many others, am absolutely appalled and embarrassed by the Rudd government's announcement on climate change," Mr Kellett said. "The scheme announced today runs totally in the face of the scientific evidence on climate change."

He said the government's position was big on compensation but small on cutting emissions and investment in renewable energy.

"It's a cave-in to the large emitters," Mr Kellett said. He said it reinforced Australia's dependence on coal-fired power generation and gave "business as usual" signals for the coal industry and large carbon emitters.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) says that developed countries like Australia must cut greenhouse gas emissions by 25 to 40% by 2020 in order to avert catastrophic climate change.

FOR MEDIA COMMENT CONTACT KEITH HUNGERFORD ON (02) 6337 4843 or mobile 0414 974 204. Keith will be in Sydney on Wednesday for a special government briefing for environment groups from 8am to 10am. After that, he will be contactable from 11am to 1pm in Sydney on (02) 9810 7609.
