MEDIA RELEASE

WHO WANTS COMMUNITY GARDENS?

There is a possibility that some public land may be made available for Bathurst people (individuals, families or groups) to establish community gardens. This project is being promoted by the Bathurst Climate Action Network (BCAN) in response to global warming, rising fuel prices and the increasing cost of transporting food. 

Ross Macindoe from BCAN says community gardens are popular in many cities throughout the world. They encourage people with little or no land to grow their own food on plots of land as small as 10 square meters that can be cultivated and irrigated by hand. Most community gardeners use organic or permaculture methods of production to avoid the use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides. Organic farming methods enrich the soil, capture and store carbon dioxide, and produce more healthy food at a lower cost. 

To facilitate irrigation and the sharing of information, community garden blocks may be grouped together on a fertile area of land with blocks separated only by walkways. Buildings, livestock, dogs and fences may be prohibited. Individual gardens can provide not only cheap and healthy food. They can also help to develop a sense of pride, enjoyable exercise and community support for senior citizens, the disabled, the unemployed and young children. In Bathurst they could become quite a tourist attraction.

BCAN would like to hear from people who would like more information about when where and how Bathurst may locate its community gardens. A public meeting will be held to further discuss the project before submitting it to Council for support.

Ends

Ross Macindoe can be contacted for further comment by phone on 6331 6320
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