MEDIA RELEASE

WANTED – FLOODPLAIN LAND FOR ORGANIC MARKET GARDENS

Bathurst Climate Action Network (BCAN) would like to hear from landowners on the Macquarie floodplain who may be interested in leasing small blocks of land to organic market gardeners. BCAN is exploring the possibility of Bathurst once again becoming a major producer of fresh fruit and vegetables for local consumption.

With population growth in the Sydney basin, and drought affecting many farmers in the outback irrigation areas, there is both a need and an opportunity to use our floodplain land for intensive market gardens. Bathurst’s population is expected to increase and consumers are already expressing a strong preference for locally grown organic farm produce.

Ross Macindoe, a spokesman for BCAN, says that market indicators suggest that there will be an increasing number of farmers seeking to lease small blocks of good quality land along the Macquarie River to meet the growing demand for a wide range of organic produce. This trend is likely to accelerate in response to climate change, fuel prices and the increasing cost of growing and transporting foods dependent on fossil fuels and chemical fertilizers

Current zoning regulations may not permit existing landowners to subdivide and sell their land but Council could approve the leasing of 5 acre blocks subject to certain conditions. One of the conditions would be that no dwellings or substantial buildings will be approved on floodplain land. Market gardeners would have to live in town and travel to their farms each day, as they do in many other countries.

A similar scheme is being developed in the Hunter River floodplain near Newcastle, where the economic potential has been studied in some detail. The Hunter Economic Development Corporation has identified opportunities for the production of organically grown vegetables and lucerne; community-based agriculture; certified seed; free range eggs and poultry meat production. 

BCAN has asked the Department of Primary Industries to help assess the opportunity for the production of similar products in the Bathurst Macquarie River area with a view to at least meeting the local demand for these products.

A public meeting will be held later in the year to discuss the feasibility of leasing and farming small blocks of land for this purpose. Landowners and others who wish to be kept informed of developments are invited to contact Ross Macindoe by phone (63316320) or email (eureka@lisp.co.au) to express their interest

1

