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BCCAN Bulletin 

BCCAN MISSION  

A community based 

network of organisations 

and individuals that work 

together to promote action 

on climate change & 

equitable &  sustainable 

development. 

 

BCCAN AIMS  

 

To involve the Bathurst 

Community & liaise & 

communicate on their 

behalf with Council. 

 

To reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions 

 

To achieve sustainable & 

equitable development in 

the Bathurst Region 

 

The adoption of 

renewable energy 

technologies throughout 

the Bathurst region 

 

The bio-sequestration of 

CO2 

 

To raise the public 

awareness of associated 

problems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a wish for you personally and 
especially for our Earth. 
It would indeed be a happy 2010 if either: 

  The governments of the world 
agreed to carbon pollution 
reduction levels sufficient to stop 
the dangerous warming 

 Dangerous Climate Change didnôt 
exist.  

Until one of these two happens, taking out 
insurance for the future means that 
citizens need to be aware and active in 
climate change action. 

BCCAN here we go for 2010! 
There are two issues looming in 2010 in 
our area that have huge implications: 

 The extension to the Cadia mine.  

 The extension of the electricity 
generator at Mt Piper.  

 
You may say that neither of these is in 
Bathurst, so why should BCCAN get 
involved. 
1. Speaking on 2BS Gerard Martin stated 
that the Cadia mine expansion would bring 
ñflow-on benefitsò for Bathurst and the 
whole region, such as economic 
development and more employment. 
2. The region will have to live with the 
effects of the choices made for the 
generation of electricity for decades to 
come.  
Look at P2 article, ñWater Resourcesò.   
(See ñWater as a Resourceò on Page 2) 
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A Developing Country, China, where the 
hawker of live chickens, pedals along the 
road with the cars in the industrial city of 

Changchun. 

Copenhagen 
At the end of 2009 the nations of the world 
did not reach an agreement to set the 
parameters of a global plan for dealing 
with Climate Change.  
 
Many in the developed nations blame the 
intransigence of the developing nations, 
and vice versa. 
Some commentators state that there have 
been valuable steps forward. 
Some have spoken of Copenhagen as a 
failure. 
Some see a global agreement as 
impossible and that there are other ways 
to progress with the issues of Climate 
Change.  
 
On page 3 a recent visitor shares insights 
into the Chinese perspective. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water is a valuable resource. 
We cannot live without food 

and drink. 
Industry also uses water. 
Competition for this resource 
is growing. 
Gold and copper mining 
consumes vast quantities of 
water as the citizens of 
Orange are well aware. Coal 
mining can have an adverse 
effect on water and land 
availability. Coal powered 
electricity generators are 
situated near natural or man-
made bodies of water 
because steam turns the 
turbines and water is also 
used for cooling. 
 
0n 12 June 2009 the ABC 
News site reporting on the 
Cadia Mine extension that: ñA 
ground water study done as 
part of the environmental 
assessment predicts a 
permanent drop in the water 
table north-east of the mineò.  
The farmers and orchardists 
see a bleak future. 
Groundwater and aquifers are 
not completely understood. 
What repercussions will this 
have further afield? 
 
Tony Kelly, NSW Minister for 
Planning, is quoted in Premier 
Keneallyôs press release as 
saying that independent 
hydrology experts had found 
that ñCadia could access 
enough water under existing 
licences to meet the projects 
needs, including from more 
efficient water use and 
increased capacity in the 
mineôs existing damsò 
 

 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
 

Population & 

Economic Growth 

Focus Group 

Tuesday, 6 Feb  noon 

 Bathurst Information 

& Neighbourhood 

Centre,  96 Russell St 

Discussion group. 

Bring your lunch. 

  

 

Energy & Building 

APTôs Meeting 

1st Tuesday of the 

month        5 pm 

Agricultural Research 

Station 

 

 

Steering Committee 

Meeting  

2nd Tuesday of the 

month       5pm 

Council Committee 

Meeting Room 

 

 

Community 

Awareness APT 

Meeting 

4th Tuesday  if the 

month     5pm 

Council Committee 

Meeting Room 

 

 

Food Production & 

Marketing APT 

Meeting 

3rd Thurs day of the 

month         5pm 

Agricultural Research 

Station 

 

 

and that ñif at any stage the 
mine is not able to show it 
has sufficient water for the 
expansion, it must curtail its 
operationsò. 
At present Orange residents 
can water their gardens from 
6pm to 7pm on a Sunday and 
Orange is developing a water 
harvesting scheme. However 
with the influx of new workers 
will this lead to an 
improvement in the water 
situation for residents or just 
keep up with the new 
demand, or prove not to be 
an adequate water supply. 
 
.Coal mining companies are 
busy digging up the 
countryside from Ulan down 
towards the Hunter region of 
NSW and have the intention 
of extending their operations 
onto the Liverpool Plains. 
Open cut mining takes over 
existing land use and 
underground long wall mining 
can lead to subsidence and 
cracking, so that the water 
from rivers and dams leaks 
away. To where? 
These are food producing 
areas. 
 
Meanwhile a decision is to be 
made about the extension to 
the Mt Piper electricity 
generator. If the fuel for Mt 
Piper is coal, the power 
generation will be an even 
greater demand on water 
resources. Also now is the 
time to move to fuel sources 
that are not adding to the 
Climate Change problem.  
 
 

CENTROC (Central West 
Regional Organisation of 
Councils) commissioned 

a report on the water 
security of the towns in 

its area. The main 
solution to water 

shortages, as suggested 
by the consultants, are 
pipelines connecting 
towns so that water is 

shared. 

Seems fair enough? 

Except that there are 

very important 

players left out ï the 

farmer, the 

environment, 

biodiversity, & even 

the future of 

Bathurst. 
Cadia (part of the huge 
Newcrest Company), the 
coal mining interests and 
Delta Electricity would all 
benefit from such an 
arrangement. I have 
grave doubts that these 
companies will give the 
other players much 
thought. We know where 
Cadia stands. It has not 
reduced its operations to 
assist Orange with its 
present water shortages. 
 
It is far more complex to 
quantify the value of a 
resource like water than 
to count the dollars from 
a goldmine or the dollars 
saved on continuing to 
use coal as a fuel. BUT 
where will we be without 
water? 

 

 

WATER  as  a   RESOURCE. 

Removal of the top soil in preparation for an open cut coal mine 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

" 1DQRODBSHUD NM $GHM@½R UHDV NE $NODMG@FDMq 
 
During my recent brief trip to Changchun, a city of 7 million people in Northern China I 
was overwhelmed by Chinaôs pace of development, even though I have been visiting 
China over a period of twelve years. Articles in ñThe China Dailyò gave an insight into 
the Chinese perspective on Climate Change and Copenhagen amidst the changes in 
the Chinese scene. 
First of all, amongst the people I met and in the English language media, there is no 
sign of scepticism about Climate Change. Instead the talk is of what is being done to 
meet the threat of Climate Change however it is also strongly focused on how China 
should stand firm with other developing countries to ensure they are not taken 
advantage of by the developed countries. They argue: carbon emissions should be 
measured on a per capita basis; consumption as well as production responsibility for 
emissions should be embraced (the developed countries use developing countries to 
produce their dirty manufactured products that they consume); historical liability 
should be accepted by the wealthy countries. 
China refuses to accept the Westôs dictate that China must reduce its overall carbon 
emission level. To do so would condemn tens of millions to remain in poverty or 
impose enormous cost on China to convert rapidly to renewable energy sources.  
However the media contains many references to new investment projects in 
renewable energy (e.g. more wind farms than USA) and new regulations to force 
carbon efficiency gains in housing and production and reforms in coal industry to 
close low grade dirty coal mines, commencement of massive nuclear reactor projects, 
completion of massive high speed rail network to reduce dependence on air travel. 
I also found the following quote from the Chinese Vice Minister of Agriculture "China 
has set the new target of cutting carbon dioxide emissions per unit of the GDP by 40-
45 percent by 2020 from the 2005 levelò Significantly he stated that this was an 
unconditional commitment. So Australia, as we know, is not the only country to 
propose unilateral unconditional commitments to reduce emissions! But note this is 
yet another emissions measure (a per $ of national production measure not a total 
emissions measure). 
However for all these positive China reports, I remain overwhelmed by the pace of 
building and construction and the inevitable increase in their total emissions. China is 
the worldôs greatest producer of automobiles, the greatest consumer of concrete and I 
understand is even more dependent on coal fired power than is Australia!   
Greg Walker 

  
 
Did you know?  

The Blue Mountains 

Permaculture Institute is 

running a Permaculture 

Design  Course at 

Orangeôs Environmental 

Learning Centre over 8 

months starting on 29
th
 

January. Participants 

attend a Friday night &  all 

day Saturday once a 

month. More info: 

www.bmpi.com.au 

 

  

How do you heat a city covered in snow with temperatures 
of -15 to -25 C? Central heating on a precinct basis! The 
smoking chimneys are heating units not power stations. But 
they are all coal fired!   

A solar heating surprise! 
The latest technology is 
visible on many 
apartment roofs ï both 
new and old. People I 
spoke to expect it to be 
provided on any new 
apartments they might 
buy!   



 

 
WONDER FUNGI. 

Mushrooms were the first plant to grow on land.  
420 million years ago Prototaxites, a giant fungus, 
 was the tallest organism on land. Todayôs fungi  
are much smaller but have a giant role to play in  
the worldôs environment, according to the US  
expert, Paul Stamets. 
Fungi have a vital role in the production of 
healthy soils.    
Fungi sequester carbon dioxide. 
They can be used to attract and control insect populations. 
Fungi can decompose toxic wastes and pollutants.  
They even deal with radioactive pollution.  
They have medicinal properties that are still to be completely understood. Fungi  
may well provide the wonder medicine of the future, as did moulds in the case 
of Penicillin. There is a likely role for fungi in dealing with the diseases that 
 pass from animal to man, such as Bird Flu.  
Work is well underway to produce an ethanol fuel from fungi and yeast. It will 
 not threaten the worldôs food supplies, nor create any waste as every part of the 
 process has a nontoxic use. 
 
To find out more google ñPaul Stametsô.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insert some cool 

fact or statistic or 

water saving 

method here. 

Bathurst Regional Library has a collection of books dealing with the issues of 

Climate Change. Some of these have been acquired at BCCANôs request in our first 

year of operation. We are about to submit a further list of  books we suggest for 

acquisition. Also we are asking the library to have available a list of websites 

that deal with Climate Change. 

A book and website reviews (+ films & DVDs), especially of those available in 

the library, would be useful for members. Email reviews to me at: 

judygreg.walker@gmail.com or send by post addressed to:  G Walker, BCCAN, 

c/- PO Box 1339, Bathurst 2795.  

Here is a Book Review to get the ball rolling. 

 

Book: ñPoles Apartò by Gareth Morgan & John McCrystal. 
 Recommended for acquisition by Bathurst Regional Library. 
 
Where do you stand on the issue of Climate Change?  
 
The authors of this book did not know where to stand. They decided to examine 
the vast array of information available on the topic. ñPoles Apartò presents & 
assesses the diverging views of the ñAlarmistsò & the ñScepticsò. In doing this, it 
provides an explanation of the history and methods of Climate Science. 
 
I would thoroughly recommend you read this book wherever you stand in the 
Climate Change debate. It is written in a way that is accessible and interesting. I 
would be surprised if you did not learn something new. Your view might even be 
challenged. 
 

 

 

Keeping Informed with Books & Websites. 
 

Contact BCCAN 
 

www.bccan.org.au 

 

BCCAN President 

Name: John Kellett  

Email: kellett@ix.net.au 

Phone: 63318917 

 

 

BCCAN  Vice - President 

Name: Keith Hungerford 

Email: 

keithhungerford@bigpond.com 

Phone 

 

 

BCCAN Secretary 

Name: Bob Hill  

Email: bhill@csu.edu.au 

Phone 

 

 

BCCAN Treasurer 

Name: Greg Walker 

Email: gwalker@csu.edu.au 

Phone: 6331 1925 

 

 

 

BCCAN Media Officer  

Name: Tracy Sorenson 

Email: tsoren@tpg.com.au 

 

 

BCCAN Newsletter Editor 

Name: Judy Walker 

Email: 

judygreg.walker@gmail.com 

mailto:judygreg.walker@gmail.com

